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Federal Railroad Administration, DOT § 229.21 

(1) The electronic record system shall 
be designed such that the integrity of 
each record is maintained through ap-
propriate levels of security such as rec-
ognition of an electronic signature, or 
other means, which uniquely identify 
the initiating person as the author of 
that record. No two persons shall have 
the same electronic identity; 

(2) The electronic system shall en-
sure that each record cannot be modi-
fied, or replaced, once the record is 
transmitted; 

(3) Any amendment to a record shall 
be electronically stored apart from the 
record which it amends. Each amend-
ment to a record shall uniquely iden-
tify the person making the amend-
ment; 

(4) The electronic system shall pro-
vide for the maintenance of inspection 
records as originally submitted with-
out corruption or loss of data; and 

(5) Policies and procedures shall be in 
place to prevent persons from altering 
electronic records, or otherwise inter-
fering with the electronic system. 

(c) Operational requirements. Any elec-
tronic record system used to create, 
maintain, or transfer a record required 
to be maintained by this part shall 
meet the following operating require-
ments: 

(1) The electronic storage of any 
record required by this part shall be 
initiated by the person performing the 
activity to which the record pertains 
within 24 hours following the comple-
tion of the activity; and 

(2) For each locomotive for which 
records of inspection or maintenance 
required by this part are maintained 
electronically, the electronic record 
system shall automatically notify the 
railroad each time the locomotive is 
due for an inspection, or maintenance 
that the electronic system is tracking. 
The automatic notification tracking 
requirement does not apply to daily in-
spections. 

(d) Accessibility and availability re-
quirements. Any electronic record sys-
tem used to create, maintain, or trans-
fer a record required to be maintained 
by this part shall meet the following 
access and availability requirements: 

(1) Except as provided in 
§ 229.313(c)(2), the carrier shall provide 
FRA with all electronic records main-

tained for compliance with this part 
for any specific locomotives at any me-
chanical department terminal upon re-
quest; 

(2) Paper copies of electronic records 
and amendments to those records that 
may be necessary to document compli-
ance with this part, shall be provided 
to FRA for inspection and copying 
upon request. Paper copies shall be pro-
vided to FRA no later than 15 days 
from the date the request is made; and, 

(3) Inspection records required by 
this part shall be available to persons 
who performed the inspection and to 
persons performing subsequent inspec-
tions on the same locomotive. 

[77 FR 21343, Apr. 9, 2012, as amended at 77 
FR 75056, Dec. 19, 2012] 

Subpart B—Inspections and Tests 

§ 229.21 Daily inspection. 

(a) Except for MU locomotives, each 
locomotive in use shall be inspected at 
least once during each calendar day. A 
written report of the inspection shall 
be made. This report shall contain the 
name of the carrier; the initials and 
number of the locomotive; the place, 
date and time of the inspection; a de-
scription of the non-complying condi-
tions disclosed by the inspection; and 
the signature of the employee making 
the inspection. Except as provided in 
§§ 229.9, 229.137, and 229.139, any condi-
tions that constitute non-compliance 
with any requirement of this part shall 
be repaired before the locomotive is 
used. Except with respect to conditions 
that do not comply with § 229.137 or 
§ 229.139, a notation shall be made on 
the report indicating the nature of the 
repairs that have been made. Repairs 
made for conditions that do not comply 
with § 229.137 or § 229.139 may be noted 
on the report, or in electronic form. 
The person making the repairs shall 
sign the report. The report shall be 
filed and retained for at least 92 days in 
the office of the carrier at the terminal 
at which the locomotive is cared for. A 
record shall be maintained on each lo-
comotive showing the place, date and 
time of the previous inspection. 

(b) Each MU locomotive in use shall 
be inspected at least once during each 
calendar day and a written report of 
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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–20 Edition) § 229.23 

the inspection shall be made. This re-
port may be part of a single master re-
port covering an entire group of MU’s. 
If any non-complying conditions are 
found, a separate, individual report 
shall be made containing the name of 
the carrier; the initials and number of 
the locomotive; the place, date, and 
time of the inspection; the non-com-
plying conditions found; and the signa-
ture of the inspector. Except as pro-
vided in §§ 229.9, 229.137, and 229.139, any 
conditions that constitute non-compli-
ance with any requirement of this part 
shall be repaired before the locomotive 
is used. Except with respect to condi-
tions that do not comply with § 229.137 
or § 229.139, a notation shall be made on 
the report indicating the nature of the 
repairs that have been made. Repairs 
made for conditions that do not comply 
with § 229.137 or § 229.139 may be noted 
on the report, or in electronic form. A 
notation shall be made on the report 
indicating the nature of the repairs 
that have been made. The person mak-
ing the repairs shall sign the report. 
The report shall be filed in the office of 
the carrier at the place where the in-
spection is made or at one central loca-
tion and retained for at least 92 days. 

(c) Each carrier shall designate quali-
fied persons to make the inspections 
required by this section. 

[45 FR 21109, Mar. 31, 1980, as amended at 50 
FR 6953, Feb. 19, 1985; 67 FR 16050, Apr. 4, 
2002] 

§ 229.23 Periodic inspection: general. 
(a) Each locomotive shall be in-

spected at each periodic inspection to 
determine whether it complies with 
this part. Except as provided in § 229.9, 
all non-complying conditions shall be 
repaired before the locomotive is used. 
Except as provided in § 229.33 and para-
graph (b) of this section, the interval 
between any two periodic inspections 
may not exceed 92 days. Periodic in-
spections shall only be made where 
adequate facilities are available. At 
each periodic inspection, a locomotive 
shall be positioned so that a person 
may safely inspect the entire under-
neath portion of the locomotive. 

(b) For each locomotive equipped 
with advanced microprocessor-based 
on-board electronic condition moni-
toring controls: 

(1) The interval between periodic in-
spections shall not exceed 184 days; and 

(2) At least once each 33 days, the 
daily inspection required by § 229.21, 
shall be performed by a qualified me-
chanical inspector as defined by § 229.5. 
A record of the inspection that con-
tains the name of the person per-
forming the inspection and the date 
that it was performed shall be main-
tained in the locomotive cab until the 
next periodic inspection is performed. 

(c) Each new locomotive shall receive 
an initial periodic inspection before it 
is used. 

(d) At the initial periodic inspection, 
the date and place of the last tests per-
formed that are the equivalent of the 
tests required by §§ 229.27, 229.29, and 
229.31 shall be entered on Form FRA F 
6180–49A. These dates shall determine 
when the tests first become due under 
§§ 229.27, 229.29, and 229.31. Out of use 
credit may be carried over from Form 
FRA F 6180–49 and entered on Form 
FRA F 6180–49A. 

(e) Each periodic inspection shall be 
recorded on Form FRA F 6180–49A. The 
form shall be signed by the person con-
ducting the inspection and certified by 
that person’s supervisor that the work 
was done. The form shall be displayed 
under a transparent cover in a con-
spicuous place in the cab of each loco-
motive. A railroad maintaining and 
transferring records as provided for in 
§ 229.20 shall print the name of the per-
son who performed the inspections, re-
pairs, or certified work on the Form 
FRA F 6180–49A that is displayed in the 
cab of each locomotive. 

(f) At the first periodic inspection in 
each calendar year, the carrier shall re-
move from each locomotive Form FRA 
F 6180–49A covering the previous cal-
endar year. If a locomotive does not re-
ceive its first periodic inspection in a 
calendar year before April 2, or July 3 
if it’s a locomotive equipped with ad-
vanced microprocessor-based on-board 
electronic condition monitoring con-
trols, because it is out of use, the form 
shall be promptly replaced. The Form 
FRA F 6180–49A covering the preceding 
year for each locomotive, in or out of 
use, shall be signed by the railroad offi-
cial responsible for the locomotive and 
filed as required in § 229.23(f). The date 
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